PREFACE
ON the 28th of June 1914 the nephew and heir pre-
sumptive to the Emperor Francis Joseph, Archduke
Francis Ferdinand, was assassinated by a young Herze-
govinian student at Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia-
Herzegovina; Austrian territory which had been annexed
by the Dual Monarchy in 1908.
On the following 28th of July the Austro-Hungarian
Government declared war on Serbia. On the ist of
August the German Government, Austria's ally, declared
war on Russia; and the next day the German army
invaded the neutral territory of the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg, while the German Minister in Brussels
presented to the Government of Belgium (also a neutral
country) an ultimatum which had been drafted as early
as the 26th of July, On the 3rd of August the German
Government declared war on France, the ally of Russia;
on the 4th of August the German Army invaded Belgian
territory, and on the same day the British Government
declared war on Germany. On the 3rd and 4th of August
respectively Italy and Rumania, the allies of Germany
and Austria, announced their decision to remain neutral
and to take no part in the European conflict which had
thus broken out, Such is the bare sequence of events
which took place in the historic few days known as "the
crisis of 1914,"
The object of this book, which is deliberately set down
in plain conversational language, without any pretension
to literary polish, is to give a brief account of the events
of the period reduced to their essentials; to exhibit in
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